
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 6, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Sarah Curry 
Director of Fiscal Policy Studies 
John Locke Foundation 
200 West Morgan Street 
Raleigh, NC  27601 
 
RE:  Rockingham Sports Complex 
 
Dear Mrs. Curry: 
 
In a recent article written by Carolina Journal Associate Editor Dan Way concerning plans for a comprehensive 
sports complex in the City of Rockingham, I read with interest the comments that you made regarding funding for 
this complex with revenue that may be generated by a oe-quarter percent sales tax if approved in the November 
referendum.  As you are aware from your research, the Richmond County Board of Commissioners adopted a 
Resolution in July 2014 to direct the Board of Elections to include the referendum on the November 4 ballot.   
 
What you may not be aware of is the impact that a multi-use recreational complex could have on Richmond 
County.  Richmond County is a rural Tier 1 County with low growth and a tax base that has not grown in recent 
years.  The last two strategic plans completed in Richmond County indicated that quality of life issues such as 
recreational facilities could have a significant positive impact on Richmond County’s economy.  The City of 
Rockingham has been proactive in planning and acquiring property for this sports complex, and the Board of 
Commissioners has prioritized this project as one that would have a prolonged positive impact on the entire county.  
More than 60% of the current participants in Rockingham’s recreation programs do not reside in the City, so we 
feel that the families of Richmond County would realize the benefit of supporting a recreational complex that will 
offer something to the youth of the entire county and will provide the kind of facilities to enable Richmond County 
to host regional, statewide and national tournaments for multiple sports.  The influx of visiting sports teams and 
families would mean additional revenue for Richmond County and an opportunity to showcase facilities that will 
attract these visitors back to the County.   
 
The Board of Commissioners of Richmond County has conducted the business of county government with limited 
resources and without a property tax increase for the last seven years.  Implementing a one-quarter percent sales 
tax offers an opportunity for added revenue that is collected not only from local residents, but also from those who 
eat, shop, buy gasoline and stay overnight in Richmond County.  Even with little to no growth in tax base, all of the 
services that you mention in the article as county government obligations have been maintained, and in fact, 
Richmond County has just completed major capital projects for schools and Richmond Community College funded 
through a $25,000,000.00 bond referendum for education.  The Department of Transportation has invested 
millions of dollars in highway improvement projects in Richmond County during the last 15 years, and the City of 
Rockingham and Richmond County have expended millions of dollars on expansion of water and wastewater 
infrastructure, development of industrial parks, shell buildings and other financial incentives to attract industry to  
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our area.   For rural counties the recruitment of new business and industry is an especially competitive process, 
and statistics clearly indicate that quality of life issues have a definite influence on the decisions made by  
industries considering relocation or expansion.  In funding all of the mandated programs and services and 
committing significant resources to infrastructure and capital improvements, the County would now like to join with 
the City of Rockingham in developing a comprehensive recreational complex that we feel would have a tremendous 
impact on future growth, economic development and tourism while providing a return on the County and the City’s 
investment.  Allocation of a portion of the revenue that could be generated by an additional one-quarter sales tax 
would provide the resources necessary for start-up of the recreational complex and would provide facilities and 
programs that would benefit all of the citizens of Richmond County.  
 
Your comments also suggested that state and federal grants should be used to fund such projects, but I’m sure 
that you must be aware that the availability of such funds has been on the decline for a number of years and 
significant local matching funds would be required for any project that might meet the criteria for funding.  
Richmond County’s goal is to support this recreation project with a portion of the one-quarter percent sales tax, if 
approved, and to support other tourism and economic development projects as may be prioritized.    
 
I realize that metropolitan areas are not faced with the challenge of budget restraints created by low growth and 
limited resources to fund quality of life projects once the mandated programs of local government have been 
budgeted.  Unfortunately, rural, low wealth counties like Richmond County do no have the luxury of abundant 
recreational, entertainment, and cultural resources that our urban counties enjoy, but an additional one-quarter 
percent sales tax could certainly provide revenue that would help Richmond County to move the needle in a 
positive direction to insure future growth and development.   
 
What your statistics may not indicate is the desire of Richmond County’s leadership to enhance the quality of life in 
Richmond County and provide additional recreational opportunities for our youth without imposing undue tax 
burden on our citizens.  We feel that if the voters of Richmond County support the levy of an additional one-
quarter percent sales tax, any revenue obligated to Rockingham’s sports complex would be money well spent and 
would insure Richmond County’s future potential to attract tourism and economic development to our area.   
 
I appreciate your interest in our county, but I feel that your remarks implying that Richmond County should not 
support a Rockingham sports complex were without merit and based on inadequate information about the 
economy and demographics of our county.  If our voters support the additional sales tax, we welcome the 
opportunity for our local governments to work together for the greater good of our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
  
Kenneth R. Robinette, Chairman 
Richmond County Board of Commissioners 
 
Cc:  Board of Commissioners 
       
 


